
 

BIBLE STUDY MADE EASY



Studying the bible isn't difficult.  As a matter of fact, it’s one of my favorite things to do.  

Unfortunately, many people have been fooled into believing that only those who’ve gone 

to seminary or have a degree in biblical studies are qualified to study or teach the bible.  

That’s simply not true.   

Introduction 
This course is going to teach you practical steps in studying the bible.  To complete this 

course, you will need the King James Version of the bible and a pen.  If you have 

access to an additional version of the bible, great.  If you don’t, that’s ok.  I’ll suggest 

other resources. 

How to Study the Bible 
The key to studying the bible can be summarized by three words: 

1. Prayer:  Simply, communication with God in which we speak with Him and He 

speaks with us 

2. Hermeneutics:  “..the branch of knowledge that deals with interpretation, especially 

of the Bible or literary texts.”  In other words, know what the scripture actually 

means.   

3. Application:  Applying the studied text to our lives (relationships, situations, 

decisions, etc).   
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Open your bible to Romans 12:2 

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God. 

The most effective way I’ve found to study the bible includes these five steps:

1. Read, at least, the chapters before and after the verse or chapter you're studying.  In 

our example, you would read chapters 11, 12, and 13.  Take time now and do that.  

2. Understand to whom the author was originally writing.  The book of Romans was 

written by the Apostle Paul around A.D. 57 or A.D. 58 to the church at Rome.  It’s 

important to understand the types of people who were coming to Christianity during 

this time:  Jewish converts and Gentile converts.  The church at Rome would have 

been comprised of Gentile converts.  

3. Read the verse in multiple translations.  I study the King James Version (KJV) of the 

bible.  I also like to read the New American Standard Bible (NASB) as well as the 

Message Bible.  If you don’t have another version of the bible, here are a few tips.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3361
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5129
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=165
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=235
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3339
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=342
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5216
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3563
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=1519
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5209
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=1381
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5101
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2101
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5046
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2307
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2316


• Go to www.biblestudytools.com and type in Romans 12:2.  The website will 

display as follows.  Select the Translation dropdown list here:  

Additional translations of the bible display from which you can select:
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The screen then displays the verse with the selected version of the bible.  Here’s 

Romans 12:2 in the NASB:

*The KJV is a difficult read for new Believers so reading other versions can help with 

comprehension.  

4.  Now, for what I consider the fun part:  Hermeneutics!  Let’s look up the definitions of 

the words in the verse.  We don’t want to use Webster’s dictionary.  We want to see the 

original meanings of the words.  If you have a Strong’s Concordance, great.  If not, you 

can use www.biblestudytools.com again.  Or, may I suggest that you use 

www.blueletterbible.com? They also have an app which you can download to your 

phone.  
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For our example, we’re going to use www.biblestudytools.com again.  This time, click the little 

formatting button here:

The following screen opens.  Click on the checkbox beside Strong’s Numbers and click the 

Close button.  
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When you return to the scripture, notice all the words of the verse are blue hyperlinks.  

Now, don’t be afraid, click the link for conformed.  
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We learn a few things on this screen:

• The Strong’s Number is 4964

• The transliterated word is Suschematizo.

• We can even click the speaker beside the Phonetic Spelling and learn how to 

pronounce it.  Go ahead and try it.  

Let’s get to our Bible Study on Romans 12:2 

Conform means “to conform one’s self (i.e. one’s mind and character) to another’s 

pattern, (fashion one’s self according to).  

Following the same steps, we learn:

• World in this verse means a “period of time, age”

• Transformed means “to change into another form, to transfigure…”

• Note:  The Greek word for transformed is Metamorphoo.  This similar to our 

word metamorphosis.  At this point, I’d look the word up in Webster’s for a 

quick reminder of its meaning:  “A complete change of form, structure, or 

substance…”  That meaning makes me think of the butterfly.  After his 

change, he doesn’t go back to being a caterpillar.  He stays a butterfly.
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THINK:  What is God telling us here?  

• Renewing means “a renewal, renovation, complete change for the better”  

• What comes to mind when you think of RENOVATION?  When I watch 

renovation projects on HGTV, I see that those projects are time consuming 

and expensive.  The construction crew rips out all the old stuff and replace 

them with new stuff.  Again, we don’t see them putting old stuff back in the 

houses.  

THINK:  What is God telling us here?  

�9 Copyright © ReeINSPIRED 2016

BIBLE STUDY MADE EASY



• Let’s also think about “ a complete change for the better.”  As we begin to transform 

like the caterpillar to the butterfly, the process should be COMPLETE.  

THINK:  What does a COMPLETE change include?

The more you study the bible, the more the Holy Spirit will remind you of similar verses.  

If you have a good reference bible, it will give you related verses.  Read 2 Corinthians 

5:17.  Write it out here:
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• Mind means “a particular mode of thinking and judging, i.e. thoughts, feelings, 

purposes, desires

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will 
of God. 

Let’s rewrite the first part of this verse with the definition of mind.

And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your thinking, judging, i.e. thoughts, feelings, purposes, and desires.   

We need to renew our: 
THOUGHTS

FEELINGS

PURPOSES

DESIRES

What negative, incorrect, deceitful, wicked thoughts do you have?  You have to renew 

those thoughts to have a complete change for the better.
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http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3361
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5129
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=165
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=235
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3339
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=342
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5216
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3563
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=1519
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5209
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=1381
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5101
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=18
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2101
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5046
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2307
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2316
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=2532
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3361
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=4964
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5129
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=165
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=235
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=3339
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=342
http://www.biblestudytools.com/interlinear-bible/strongs/?t=kjv&ll=g&sn=5216


What feelings need to be renewed?  How do you feel about people of other ethnicities, 

culture, political affiliations?

We have to renew our minds as it pertains to our purposes.  Why do we do what we 

do?  What motivates us?
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Which of our desires need to be renewed?  Are you desiring something or someone 

that isn’t the will of God for your life?  You have to renew/renovate those desires. 

 

Read Psalm 37:4.  Write it out here and explains how it relates to Romans 12:2.  Don’t 

forget to look up the meanings of the words.  

�13 Copyright © ReeINSPIRED 2016

BIBLE STUDY MADE EASY



Let’s close out this bible study with the last part of Romans 12:2, “…that ye may prove 

what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.”

Using the resources we discussed at the beginning of this lesson, write down the 

definitions of the following words:

Prove 

Good

Acceptable 

Perfect

Will

Application:  Before we can prove the good, acceptable, and perfect will of God, our 

minds have to be renewed.  What does this truth teach us about people whose minds 

haven’t been renewed and who haven’t been transformed but believe they know the will 

of God about a particular situation or even their lives?
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In Summary 

Do you feel more comfortable studying the bible?  I pray so.  Our study of this 

one verse how taught us a LOT regarding bible study, but it also taught us a lot about 

the bible, the Lord, and His will for our lives.  As you go further in your study of the Word 

of God, please don’t neglect looking for the definitions of words.  It’s imperative for 

biblical knowledge and insight.  

Also, make sure you join a bible-believing, bible-teaching church and attend 

Sunday School, Service, and Bible Study often.  Joining a teaching ministry will help 

you grow in the things of the Lord.  

Lastly, please understand this is just ONE way to study the bible.  Everybody 

studies the word differently.  As long as you’re praying, studying (not just reading), and 

applying the scriptures to your life, you will see spiritual growth.  

Join me again for additional bible study guides.

In His service,

Elder Aretha Grant

About Aretha:

Aretha is an ordained evangelist and elder.  She accepted Christ as her Lord and Savior 

in December 1989 and immediately began studying the bible.  Aretha has been a 

teacher of the Gospel since 1998.  Read more about her at www.reeinspired.com.
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